
 

 

  

 

 

Meeting Minutes – April 27, 2021 
7:00PM via Google Meet 

 
1. The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm. 

 
2. Welcome and Attendance 

 

Randy Roszell, Principal    Marcus Hoople, Chairperson 
Glenys Edwards, Trustee    Judy Krajnak, Secretary 
Lisa Pasichnyk      Krystal Jenkins      
Denise Watson     Tarra Mitchell  
Carmen Leibel 
 

3. Review of agenda 
 

No additions/modifications were made to the agenda 
 

4. Approval of the February 23, 2021 Minutes 
 

Denise Watson motioned to approve the minutes. Seconded by Tarra Mitchell.  All in favour. 
 

5. Reports:      
 

Administration Report: Randy Roszell 
 
There were three recent cases of COVID at SGS; however, none were related to each other.  
 

The two schools are slowly moving toward one school/campus, including one timetable and bell 
schedule. There is a book study currently ongoing with SGS and Robert Rundle schools (Power of 
Words). In addition, there is a work book – about 50 % of both staff are involved. Principal Roszell 
continues to work on ways to bring together staff. 
 

Teachers continue to power through to meet curricular objectives for the year. The school has had 
multiple teachers at home.   
 

The Division’s Stakeholders Workshop has been postponed.   
 

Today the Division’s Administration was involved in a professional development opportunity related to 
systematic racism.  
 

Tomorrow is denim day at school.  
 

Star Wars Day (May 4th) will be celebrated in both schools. 
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Questions: 
Will the Grade 9 Farewell include online students? Yes it will, but we will still have to work out online 
logistics to host the Farewell. 

 

Are there enough substitute teachers considering the increasing numbers? Yes, but we are at a tipping 
point.  
 

Do the online students receive communication re: COVID in school?  Principal Roszell sends out 
information to all students including those attending online this year for any communications relevant 
to all parents.  One parent noted that students do connect outside of school (e.g., riding bikes) through 
their friendships at school.  
 

Who hosted the Administration’s systemic racism training for you? A small group, led by Amarjeet 
Sohi, hosted the racism sessions. This work can be draining emotionally, but it was well received by 
staff.  
  

A question was asked about whether SGS celebrated International French Language Day and 
International Women’s Day?  No, these days were not celebrated. 
 

A question was asked about school morale.  SGS had the loss of a student over spring break; COVID 
cases rising; and students are having difficulty being “clamped down” upon after returning from break. 
It is a tough time right now.  
 

There was a question about mask requirements outside.  Mandatory mask use isn’t required outside; 
however, about 80% of kids do wear masks outside. 
 

School Board Trustee: Glenys Edwards 
 
As Board Chair, Trustee Edwards made a presentation last week to City Council about the division’s 
Capital Plan that had been submitted to Alberta Education.  Previously, Trustee Edwards reported to 
our Council about our Capital Plan and our priority requests. The Board will work closely with the City 
on the allocation of school sites within the city as there needs to be alignment between the Division’s 
need for new schools and the availability of land for schools in the city. 
 

The division’s Stakeholder Workshop has been postponed due to the current pressures on schools 
from the pandemic.  The hope is to hold the workshop before the end of June. 
 

At the Board’s last public board meeting, the board passed a motion keeping the current level bus fees 
for next year.  Compared to other school divisions, our fees are on the upper end of the range.  The 
board listened to the results of a survey done last year before they raised the fees which said that 
parents believe bussing should be on a cost recovery basis and the District should charge enough to 
cover the costs of running buses and not take money out of the classroom for transportation.  
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At the last public board meeting, the board passed the following motion:   
 
That the Board of Trustees support the Superintendent’s decisions not to pilot the draft K-6 Curriculum 
during the 2021-2022 school year and to provide feedback to Alberta Education through a rigorous 
review of the curriculum documents. 

 
 

Chair Report : Marcus Hoople 
 

The next Division Council of School Councils (COSC) meeting will be held on May 20th.  There will be 
news to share at our next School Council meetings in late May.  
 
There has been a request for stakeholder feedback on the new Education Curriculum (K-6)  
 
Marcus noted that he received a letter of response from Minister LaGrange pertaining to his letter sent 
in support of the Alberta Council of School Councils.  
 

Judith shared some highlights from this past weekend’s Alberta School Council Association conference 
and AGM.  This event started at noon Friday. Minister LaGrange presented to the group at 12:30pm; 
however, there was only one minute allowed for questions.  The board of School Council put on a very 
engaging virtual conference event.  
 

Judith presented some highlights from the conference (see below).    
   

6. Next Meeting:  May 25, 2021 at 7:00pm   
 

7. Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm 
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AB School Council 
Association: Conference
Judy Krajnak

For SGS School Council

April 27, 2021

Updates

 ASCA conference was held April 23 & 24th (1.5 days)

 First virtual conference (as last year’s was cancelled)

 Attendee numbers at keynote sessions around 188 

 Minister LaGrange opened the conference on April 23rd

 Transcript has been requested to share out with members

 Spoke to funding for COVID, new funding model and K-6 curriculum pilot
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“It Takes a Virus: What Can Be Learned about 

Parent-Teacher Relations from Pandemic Realities”

 Lead Researcher:  Bonnie Stelmach, Ph.D. at U of AB

 Key findings: 

 There is a difference between information (pushing out) to communication (two way dialogue)

 Parents’ knowledge of their children as learners may not match teachers.

 Some “ah ha” moments happened for parents.

 Boundary intrusion

 The “outside” world came inside the home and upset dynamics

 Parents felt a need to protect family dynamics

 Teachers needed to protect professional parent/teacher dynamics

 Awkwardness on both sides (going into homes)

 For more details:

https://www.albertaschoolcouncils.ca/public/download/files/169642

Or search:  It takes a Virus & Bonnie Stelmach

Other research…

 Research led by Phil McRea, PhD.

 Pulse surveys sent to teachers at three points in time since last March

 Results on the ATA website

 We are living through a “black swan” event which has a high impact on 
psyche

 Recommended reading:  Apollo’s Arrow: The Profound and Enduring 
Impact of Coronavirus on How We Live (2020)

 Author: Nicholas Christakis
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Meaningful School Council 

Engagement as key indicator

 Assurance Framework (AH), which is linked to the Funding Model

 Expectation of this Assurance Framework requires meaningful engagement at 
School Council at every level. 

 Because there are no diploma exams, then the government is more interested in 
hearing what is happening at local level

 Indicator:

 whether parental input into decisions at their child’s school is considered

 New role for School Councils to play a more proactive role in providing 
feedback to our Administrators, Districts and Trustees before an Education Plan 
is submitted

 At the conference, we were asked in a “Thought Exchange” to describe how this has 
worked in the past

 Question for us: How will our School Council be more involved in this process?

 Speaker from AH, Sean Martin
System Assurance Branch
System Excellence, Alberta Education
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 5E6
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